
Revelation Chapter 2
Jesus’ Letters to the Churches

Thyatira: The corrupt church

D. Jesus’ letter to the church at Thyatira.

This is the ____________ letter of the seven, to the church at Thyatira.  We could entitle this church
as: 'The ______________ Church'. 

The word 'Thyatira' literally means 'a _______________ sacrifice'. 

1. (18a) The character of the city of Thyatira.

(18a) “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

Thyatira  was  the  _____________  and  least  important  of  the  seven  cities  Jesus  addresses  in
Revelation 2 and 3. 

Acts 16:14-15 mentions ___________ of Thyatira, who was a seller of purple cloth from the city of
Thyatira.   

2. (18b) Jesus describes Himself to the church at Thyatira.

(18b) ‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like
fine brass:

We have noted in previous letters that, with minor exceptions, the pattern of each of these seven
letters to  the churches of Asia Minor are the same. Each of  them begins with a revelation of a
_____________________, or characteristics of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He had been revealed in
the initial vision in chapter 1 of the book.

Jesus described Himself with a title that emphasized His ____________. In Jewish thought, to be the
son of a thing meant you had the _______________ of that thing. 

This is the first time, in these epistles, that the ______________ of the speaker is referred to. 

Who has eyes like a flame of fire: Jesus chose this description of Himself from the presentation in
Revelation 1:14 to emphasize the idea that His eyes looked with penetrating ______________.  

His feet like fine brass: Jesus chose this description of Himself from Revelation 1:15 emphasizing
His ________________ because brass is pure and highly refined in the fire. 
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3. (19) What Jesus knows about the Christians in Thyatira.

(19) “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the
last are more than the first.

Now Thyatira had much evil in it, and we shall see that in great detail in a few moments, but Christ
looks first of all at what is to be _______________________! 

It's an interesting thing when we see that the Lord Jesus, if He can find anything to commend us for,
will do that _____________, before He condemns us. 

In many ways, the church at Thyatira was a ____________ church. They had four great essential
qualities.  They  had  ___________,  both  for  the  Lord  and  for  one  another.  They  knew
______________, and had ____________ and _____________ worth mentioning.

Not  only  did  they  have these  works,  but  they  had  them  in  increasing  measure –  they  were
______________ in love, service, faith, and patience.

Jesus commends them for their work, they were a _______________ church. 

They are commended also for their service and their faithfulness in _______________. 

A church might seem to have an effective ministry, it might even be growing numerically, it might be
filled with activity and charity, and it might be going from strength to strength - but it might be like
Thyatira, _______________ to the core.

4. (20-21) What Jesus has against the church at Thyatira.

(20) Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel,
who  calls  herself  a  prophetess,  to  teach  and  seduce  My  servants  to  commit  sexual
immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. (21) And I gave her time to repent of her
sexual immorality, and she did not repent.

We shall learn, a very valuable lesson tonight, and that is simply: much _____________ can often
camouflage great iniquity. Activity in a local church can be hiding, covering up deep and grievous sin. 

Now you remember that Ephesus was criticized by the Lord because she was weak in love, but
strong in judging false teachers; whereas Thyatira is growing in love, but is too _____________ in
judging false doctrine and immorality in her midst. 

Despite all the good Jesus saw in the church at Thyatira, there were significant _____________.

The center of the corruption at the church at Thyatira was a woman Jesus called ______________. 

The means by which God has communicated His full and ____________ revelation of Himself is in
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God. 

This “Jezebel” at the church of Thyatira wasn’t really a prophetess, she only ___________ to be one. 

Later in this letter, Jesus would also reveal a link to the work of Jezebel and false _____________

Jesus’ greatest accusation was that this “Jezebel” did not ________________.
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This shows the sin of the  church of Thyatira. On the outside, they were a model church, showing
works, love, service, faith,  and patience. Yet there was significant corruption inside the church. The
sin of the church was that they allowed this corruption.

5. (22-25) What Jesus wants the church at Thyatira to do.

(22) Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. (23) I will kill her children with death,
and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I
will give to each one of you according to your works.  (24) Now to you I say, and to the rest
in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of
Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. (25) But hold fast what you have till I
come.

Now in the other letters the fourth feature is often a corrective command, but here it is a bit stronger
than a corrective command: Thyatira receives _________________.

________________ Jesus told the Christians in Thyatira what they must do, He first told them what
He would do. Jesus would chastise this Jezebel, and cast her into a sickbed, along with those who
commit adultery with her. 

Not into a bed of ease, but a bed of pain. There is evidently a purpose to contrast this with her former
condition. The harlot’s bed and a sick-bed are thus brought together, as they are often, in fact, in the
dispensations of Providence and the righteous judgments of God. One cannot be indulged without
leading on, sooner or later, to the horrid sufferings of the other: and how soon no one knows.

What was the  sickbed? It could simply be an image of ________________, or it could be literal
sickness that Jesus allowed in the lives of Jezebel and her followers as chastisement. 

Those that commit ______________ with her are those who are seduced by her doctrines into this
sin; either they who commit it with her literally, or who are led into the same kind of life.

Jesus revealed the  purpose for this chastening. First, it was to draw them to _______________ of
their deeds. 

 For it is no uncommon thing that whole ________________ are made desolate on account of the sin
and folly of the parent. 

Whatever the meaning, the design of this judgment will be so apparent that it will convince all that
Jesus knows what is in the hearts of people, even the secret acts of wickedness that are concealed
from human view; and all of the ____________ will know.

Minds  and  hearts is  literally  “hearts  and  kidneys.”  In  the  mind  of  the  ancient  Jews,  the
______________ was the place of intellect, and the _____________ were the place of __________.

This is clearly a claim to omniscience; and as it is the Lord Jesus who speaks in all these epistles, it is
a full ____________ that he claims this for himself. There is nothing which more clearly pertains to
God than the power of searching the heart, and nothing that is more constantly claimed by him as his
special prerogative
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To give to each according to their works To every one of you; not only to those who have embraced
these opinions, but to all the _________________. 

To the remainder in Thyatira, who hold not this doctrine,” he addresses now all the members of the
church who were ________ involved in the charges already made. 

The allusion here is not to any trials or sufferings that Satan might bring upon anyone, or to any
temptations of which he might be the author, but to his profound __________ in instilling error and
leading people astray. 

On those he will lay no other _____________, that is, no other than that which you now experience
from having these persons with you, and that which must attend the effort to purify the church.

Often the most severe punishment that God can bring upon people is to “lay upon them no other
burden” than to leave them to the inevitable consequences of their own folly, or to the trouble and
vexation incident to the effort to free themselves from what they had for a long time ______________
or practiced.

Hold fast  what  you  have  till  I  come:  There  were  many faithful,  uncompromising  Christians  in
Thyatira. To them, Jesus simply said, “___________    __________.”

6. (26-28) The promise of a reward.

(26) And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power
over the nations—(27) ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces
like the potter’s vessels’—as I also have received from My Father; (28) and I will give him
the morning star.

Even  when  there  is  the  immoral  and  idolatrous  influence  of  a  Jezebel,  Christians  can
________________ and keep Jesus’ works until the end. 

Jesus promised that His people will ___________ with Him. 

He shall rule them with a rod of iron is a quotation from _____________ 2 and speaks of the authority
of the Messiah when He rules over the earth. I

He's going to reward the ______________, the faithful ones.  

The rule over the nations is to be strong, but it is to be ___________ also.  

Christ himself is "the Bright and Morning Star." Therefore here he promises to give _____________ to
him that overcometh.  "There shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of
Israel" (Num_24:17); and as such it appeared to the Wise Men (Mat_2:2).

7. (29) A general exhortation to all whom will hear.

(29) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

This is a letter that applies to _______________. It applies to those who are like Jezebel, who lead
others into _________. It  applies to those who follow the teaching of a Jezebel, and _________
others into sin. It applies to those who _______________ a Jezebel to work her wickedness. And,
finally, it also applies to the _________________ who must hold fast.
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