
Revelation 3
Jesus’ Letters to the Churches

“Sardis, The Dead Church”“Sardis, The Dead Church”
A. To the church at SardisA. To the church at Sardis

Sardis literally means 'those escaping' or 'the remnant'. 

The  city’s  name  carries  several  meanings:  those  ___________,  that  which  remains,
something new,  and song of  joy.   The city is also called the City of  __________ due to
hypocrisy’s  prominence in  this  church because of  overconfidence leading to  neglect  and
slothfulness. 

The Church in Sardis has no Nicolaitans, no Balaam, no Jezebel. But there is worse evil than
the presence of what is morally and doctrinally corrupt. The numbness of spiritual passivity
and death is more _______________ than unwise toleration. The Church in Sardis, scarcely
out of its infancy, has already the signs of an decadent and stagnant faith.

1. (1a) The character of the city of Sardis.

(1a) “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write,

The connection between Sardis and money – __________ money – was well known in the
ancient world.

It is of interest to note that the first coinage ever to be minted in Asia Minor was minted in
Sardis in the days of Croesus. Sardis was the place where modern ___________ was born.

Sardis was also a city well known for its softness and _____________.

The  great  characteristic  of  Sardis  was  that,  even  on  pagan  lips,  Sardis  was  a  name of
______________. Its people were notoriously loose-living, notoriously pleasure-and luxury
loving. Sardis was a city of the decadence.



2. (1b) Jesus describes Himself to the church at Sardis.

(1b) ‘The words of Him who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars:

As  Jesus  described  Himself,  He  used  terms  that  emphasized  His  character  as  the
___________ of every spiritual power and authority. 

Jesus has the ________________ of the Holy Spirit in Himself, and He has the Holy Spirit in
fullness to give to the Church.

Jesus also has the fullness of the ____________ in His hand. 

It was one of the highest characteristics that could be given of the Savior to say, that the Holy
Spirit  was his  to  send forth  into  the world,  and that  that  great  Agent,  could  be  given or
____________________ by him at his pleasure.

And a Church sunk in spiritual ________________ specially needs such a gift.

The seven stars, as we recall, represented the ____________ (elders, pastors, messengers)
of the seven churches; and the idea which the Savior would seem to intend to convey here is,
that he had entire control over the ministers of the churches, and could keep or remove them
at pleasure

3. (1c) What Jesus knows about the Christians of Sardis.

(1c) “I know your works,  you have the reputation of being alive,

Jesus knew the church at Sardis had a name – that is, a _____________ – of life and vitality.

Because they were not _____________ with the Holy Spirit as individuals and as a church,
they were living on a past name, a heritage of history. 

4. (1d) What Jesus has against the church at Sardis.

(1d) But you are dead.

The church at Sardis was dead, that is, ____________. 

Despite their reputation of life, Jesus saw them for what they ____________ were. 

Being dead indicates no struggle, no ______________, no persecution. It  wasn’t  that the
church at Sardis was losing the battle. A dead body has _____________ the battle, and the
fight seems over.  

Sardis  was  “A perfect  model  of  ________________  Christianity.”  Their  problem was  not
scandalous wickedness, but a decent death. 



5. (2-4) What Jesus wants the church at Sardis to do.

(2) Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found
your works complete in the sight of my God.  (3) Remember, then, what you received
and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and
you will not know at what hour I will come against you.  (4) Yet you have still a few
names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with
me in white, for they are worthy.

To wake  up is  the  first  __________________ from Jesus which  told  them they need to
examine and protect, to strengthen what they have.   

I have ______ found your works complete in the sight of God: This shows that their works,
though present, had not measured up to God’s standard. The presence of works isn’t enough
because God requires a particular intent and purpose in all of our works. 

Remember, then, what you received and heard; keep it and repent: What they must do was to
remember how they first received and heard the Word of God. Then they must hold fast to 

Jesus warned them of the great ________ in failing to watch. If they ignored His command to
be watchful, then Jesus would come upon them as a thief, at a time completely unexpected.

Used in either sense, it showed He might come _______________ and unannounced, so
they must be watchful.

Even among the dead Christians in Sardis, there was a ___________ remnant, but only a few
names. In Pergamos (Revelation 2:14) and in Thyatira (Revelation 2:20) there were a few bad
among the good; in Sardis there were a few good among the bad.

Even in a city that wicked, some among the Christians had not ________ themselves by
joining in sin.

Jesus also promised that these ___________ ones would walk with Me

The garments Jesus gives are always ________. 

Walking ____________ Jesus is the greatest reward Jesus can give His followers. 

6. (5) A promise of a reward.

(5) He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his
name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before
His angels.

Jesus identified the _____________ as those few names who have not defiled their garments
(Revelation 3:4). 

The difference between the dead ________________ with imperfect works (but who had a
good reputation) and the  few names who pleased God was  purity, and the closeness with
Jesus that is always related to purity. 

Jesus explained the absolute ___________________ of this being clothed by God with His
garments of purity and righteousness in His parable of the wedding feast (Matthew 22:11-14).
Real righteousness is receiving God’s covering instead of trying to cover ourselves. 

The overcomers were _____________ of their heavenly citizenship. 



The ___________ is  assurance,  so we should not  think that names are being constantly
erased and then rewritten.  

There is a Book of Life, and it will be opened and referenced on the Day of Judgment. This
means that the Book of Life is ____________, and will be read.

There is a Book of Life, and it determines if we go to heaven or hell. This means that the
Book of Life is _____________________.

There is a  Book of Life, and knowing our names are written there should bring us great
________.

There is a Book of Life, and there are five different references to people being blotted out of
the book. This means that the idea of being blotted out of the Book of Life should be taken
_______________. 

I  will  confess  his  name  before  My  Father  and  before  His  angels  is  an  amazing
____________.  It  simply makes sense that  we should be willing to confess the name of
Jesus, but it is amazing that He would not be ashamed to confess us!

7. (6) A general exhortation to all who will hear.

(6) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

We must all ___________ what the Spirit says to the church at Sardis.  

Sardis teaches us that we must beware of our ______________. 

One corrupt or disobedient Christian can lose a battle for an ______________ church.  
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