
Revelation 3
Jesus’ Letters to the Churches

“Laodicea, The Lukewarm Church”“Laodicea, The Lukewarm Church”

C. Jesus’ letter to the church at Laodicea.

1. (14a) The character of the city of Laodicea.
(14a) “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,

The meaning of Laodicea literally is 'the people _____________', or 'the rights of the people'.

The rights of the people become more __________________ than the rights of the Lord. 

Laodicea was an important, wealthy city, with a significant __________________ population. 

Laodicea was also a noted _______________ center, and some of its goods were exported all over
the world. 

One of their problems was a poor ____________ supply that made Laodicea vulnerable to attack
through siege.  

Their main water supply came on a six-mile aqueduct from the hot springs of Hierapolis. Because the
water came from hot springs, it arrived unappetizingly ___________________.

The church at Laodicea is mentioned by Paul – in a somewhat _______________ light

2. (14b) Jesus describes Himself to the church at Laodicea.
(14b) ‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the
creation of God:

Jesus is the ______________, the “so be it,” the “it is done.”  

The Amen, is a common Biblical expression signifying _____________ and veracity.  

Jesus is described (by Himself) as the Faithful and True _______________. 

The idea behind Jesus being the _________________ of the creation of God [the ancient Greek word
arche] is that of a “ruler, source, or origin,” not of first in a sequential order. 

This verse does not teach that Jesus was the first being created, but that He is the ruler, source, and
_________ of all creation. It has the idea of first in prominence more than first in _______________.

This  corrects  a  heresy,  apparently  present  in  Laodicea  as  in  Colosse,  that  Christ  was  a
_____________ being. 
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3. (15-16) What Jesus knows about the church of Laodicea.
(15) “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or
hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of
My mouth.

Jesus described the church at Laodicea as _____________ cold nor hot.  

But Laodicea had ________________,  tepid water that  flowed for miles through an underground
aqueduct. 

The church at Laodicea was neither ________, openly rejecting Christ, nor hot, filled with spiritual
zeal.  

What Jesus wanted to change in them (and us) as much as anything is the deceptive playing of the
________________, trying to please both the world and Jesus.

Another aspect of lukewarmness, is a picture of ______________. 

Yet if they would not be hot, Jesus _____________ cold rather than lukewarm. 

In  his  sermon  An  Earnest  Warning  against  Lukewarmness,  Spurgeon  described  the  lukewarm
church:

· They have prayer-meetings, but there are few present, for they like _______ evenings home.

·  When  more  attend  the  meetings  they  are  still  very  dull,  for  they  do  their  praying  very
deliberately and are afraid of being too _____________.

·  They are  content  to  have all  things done decently and in  order,  but  vigor  and zeal  are
considered to be ________________.

· They may have schools, Bible-classes, preaching rooms, and all sorts of agencies; but they
might as well be without them, for no energy is displayed and no ___________ comes of them.

· They have deacons and elders who are excellent pillars of the church, if the chief quality of
pillars be to stand still, and exhibit no ______________ or emotion.

· The pastor does not fly very far in preaching the everlasting Gospel, and he certainly has no
flame of _____________ in his preaching.

· The pastor may be a shining light of eloquence, but he certainly is not a burning light of
____________, setting men’s hearts on fire.

· Everything is done in a half-___________, listless, dead-and-alive way, as if it did not matter
much whether it was done or not.

·  Things  are  respectably  done,  the  rich  families  are  not  offended,  the  skeptical  party  is
conciliated, and the good people are not quite alienated: things are made _______________
all around.

· The right things are done, but as to doing them with all your might, and soul, and strength, a
Laodicean church has no ____________ of what that means.
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· They are not so cold as to _______________ their work, or to give up their meetings for
prayer, or to reject the gospel.

4. (17) What Jesus has against the church of Laodicea.
(17) Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do
not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

The church at Laodicea lacked a sense spiritual _____________. 

They looked at their spiritual condition and said “__________.” 

They looked again and said “________________.” 

They looked a third time and said, “We have need of ______________.”  

The church at Laodicea was not aware, or pretended to not be aware, that is was _____________,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked. 

It  wasn’t  that  the  church  at  Laodicea  wasn’t  spiritually  poor  –  they  were,  they  were  simply
__________ to it. 

Jesus looked at their ______________ condition and said, “wretched.” 

He looked again and said, “_________________.” 

A third time Jesus looked and said, “______________.” 

Laodicea was famous for its healing ______ salve, but the Christians of the city were spiritually blind. 

Laodicea was famous for its fine _____________, but the Christians of the city were spiritually naked.

The contrasts are shocking:

· The contrast between what they ________ they are and what they really are.

· The contrast between what they __________ and what Jesus sees.

· The contrast between the wealth and affluence of their city and their ________ spiritual bankruptcy.

You are: these things weren’t just the _______________ of Jesus. 

What Jesus saw in them was more _________________ than how they saw themselves. 

The church in Smyrna thought they were poor when they were really __________, but the church of
the Laodiceans believe they are rich when they are really _____________.

“The Laodiceans are typical of the modern world, which revels in that which the natural eye can see
but is untouched by the ______________ and does not see beyond the veil of the material to the
unseen and real eternal spiritual riches.” (Walvoord)
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5. (18-20) What Jesus wants the church of Laodicea to do.
(18) I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white
garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed;
and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.  (19)As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. (20)Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he
with Me.

The change in the Laodiceans had to begin with understanding their spiritual _____________. 

We must seek these things from Jesus ______________ of relying on them ourselves.

Jesus was offering them the spiritual counterparts to their ____________ major industries.  Each item
was a way to refer to genuine salvation.

If they received from Jesus His riches, His __________ – beautifully refined in the fire – then they
may be rich.

If  they  received  from  Jesus  the  pure,  righteous  covering  He  gives,  then  they  would  be
_____________, and no longer would the shame of their nakedness be revealed.  

If they received from Jesus the healing of their spiritual ___________, they would then be able to see.

Jesus’ great love was expressed  in His ______________. “It is, in fact, God’s final  punishment to
leave a man alone.” (Barclay)

“The word here used for ‘love’ is a very choice one; it is one which signifies an intense __________
affection.” (Spurgeon)

He commanded them to make a decision to repent, and to continue in ___________.  

We need to make our life following Jesus, not just a __________ or an occasional activity. 

Jesus gave this lukewarm church The Great ________________.  

This is a wonderful verse, but read it in it's context and it is a ____________ indictment: 

He's ____________, trying to get in.  And the promise is not to the church; it's to the ____________
inside this church.  

Rather than the common interpretation of Christ's knocking on a person's heart, the context demands
that Christ was seeking to ____________ this church that bore His name, but lacked a single true
believer. 

If  one member would recognize his  spiritual  bankruptcy and respond in ____________ faith,  He
would enter.

This statement of Jesus expressed a profound ___________. Why did Jesus stand outside the door? 

The idea of Jesus at the door applies to the sinner and to the saint just the same. Jesus wants to
come in to us, and dine with us, in the sense of having a deep, meaningful _________________.

The key to opening the door is to ___________ hear His voice. 
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When Jesus said dine with him, He spoke of a specific meal known as the  deipnon. “The deipnon
was the __________ meal of the day and was a leisurely affair, not a hurried snack.” (L. Morris) This
speaks of ________________. This speaks of a __________ to the relationship.

Everything He said to the Laodicean church up to this point  must be seen in light of this loving
___________ for fellowship. 

Notice  that  Jesus  gave  the  call  to  ________________.  He  didn’t  say,  “If  any  church,”  but  if
____________. “We must not talk about setting the church right, we must pray for grace each one for
himself, for the text does not say, ‘If the church will open the door,’ but ‘If any man hear my voice and
open the door.’ It must be done by individuals: the church will only get right by each man getting
right.” (Spurgeon)

6. (21) A promise of reward.
(21) To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and
sat down with My Father on His throne.

Jesus’ promise to the overcomer, even at Laodicea, showed that we don’t have to be Christians who
are compromising and _______________. 

Those who overcome the battle against indifference, compromise, and self-reliance, receive a special
_______________. 

Figuratively, the expression's meaning is that we will _____________ the privilege and authority that
Christ enjoys as we reign with Him.

“This is the worst of the seven Churches, and yet the most eminent of all the promises are made to it,
showing that the __________ may repent, finally conquer, and attain even to the ___________ state
of glory.” (Clarke)

7. (22) A general exhortation to all who will hear.
(22) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’”

Few want to identify ___________ with the church of Laodicea. 

So, we  ____________ hear what the Holy Spirit says here, because He speaks to the churches –
including us. 
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