
Revelation 4
Before the Throne of God

A. The transition to the fourth chapter of the Book of Revelation.A. The transition to the fourth chapter of the Book of Revelation.

1. Taking Revelation 1:19 as an outline of the book, chapter four begins the third section: the things which shall
take place ___________ this.

2. Chapter four begins a ___________________ perspective, looking down on the earth.

The Bible has other important references to heaven, in passages such as Isaiah 6:1-8, Ezekiel 1, and in passages
describing the Tabernacle, which ____________________ describes heaven (Exodus 25-32 and 35-40).

In the description of heavenly things, John uses _________________.  

Also, we should keep in mind the nature of symbolism: the symbol is always _______ than the ____________. 

3. From Revelation 4 through 19 we have a section mainly concerned with God’s _________________ upon the
world preceding Jesus’ earthly reign, the period known as the “Messianic Woes” or the “Great Tribulation.”

God’s judgments are announced by a seven-sealed _______________, seven ___________,  and seven bowls
that pour out God’s wrath.

Revelation four introduces us to the place judgment comes from: God’s ___________ in heaven.

Things which were → Things that are → Things that must take place after

Christ's 1st coming –(unknown)→Rapture–(7 yrs)→Christ's return and reign–(1000yrs)→white throne→Eternity

B. John enters heaven.B. John enters heaven.

1. (1) John is called up into heaven.

(1) After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first
voice, which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I
will show you things which must take place after this.”

Revelation 4:1 concludes the _______________ to the Tribulation.  We see that John is going to change his
location from earth to _______________.  

The first voice that spoke to John in Revelation 1:10 spoke to him again here – the voice of Jesus. Jesus called
John up to heaven, through a ______________ standing open in heaven.  Here again, a door is mentioned.  This
time,  unlike  the  door  of  which  Jesus  stands  outside  relating  to  the  church  of  Laodacia,  this  door  stands
_____________.
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In other words, it seems ____________ it was a voice of a trumpet, but it was not really the voice of a trumpet.

John will be shown things that concern the ___________ (which must take place after this), not John’s present
day.  

Many see John’s going up to heaven as a symbol of the ____________ of the church. John was called up to
heaven by a voice that sounds like a trumpet, just as the church will be as described in 1 Thess. 4:16-17.

Significantly, the word  ______________ never occurs in the chapters describing this period of judgment on
earth, no where in Revelation chapters 4 through 19.

Come up here, or come hither, is an interesting phrase.  We'll see in chapter 11 that it is the same phrase that is
used to call the two __________________ into Heaven.

2. (2a) John goes up, in the Spirit.

(2a) Immediately I was in the Spirit;

John already said he was  in the ______________ at Revelation 1:10. This was yet a different experience, as
John came to heaven and a heavenly perspective.    

Where was his body? Was John’s _________ in heaven also, or was it just his spirit?  

More on the rapture...The procedure is laid out in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  Jesus will ________

Those who have already died knowing Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, regardless of where their bodies
may be, will be _____________ together to Him.  

The Latin word, “rapturo”, meaning caught up or snatched away, is where we get the word for _____________.

Jesus had referred to the rapture of the church in the upper room during the ______________ the evening before
He would be crucified.

The ______________ coming of Jesus Christ, which is different than the rapture, is when Jesus comes back to
the earth.   

Christians will not be on the ___________ during this Tribulation period.  

There is also the ______________ made by Jesus to the church at Philadelphia in Revelation 3:10 to be kept
from the hour of trial, referring to the tribulation period.    

Zero percent of the time that the church is referenced in the book of Revelation is during the chapters describing
the ___________________ period.

The rapture of the church is the ________________ main event on God's calendar of activities taking place in
the very near future.  

There is no prophecy that has to be fulfilled __________ the rapture of the church takes place – not one.    
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C. John’s description of heaven.C. John’s description of heaven.

1. (2b) The point of focus: a throne set in heaven.

(2b) And behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.

This _________________ was what first impressed John, and it is the centerpiece of this vision. 

 The throne is a powerful declaration of not merely God’s presence, but of His sovereign, rightful reign, and His
prerogative to ________________.

2. (3) What John saw at the heavenly throne.

(3) And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there
was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.

As John described the occupant of the throne, he did _________ describe a distinct figure. 

Instead of describing a ______________ form or figure, John described emanations of glistening light in two
colors: white (jasper may mean “diamond”) and red (sardius).

The throne was surrounded by a _____________-hued rainbow (in appearance like an emerald). The rainbow
is a reminder of God’s commitment to His covenant with man (Genesis 9:11-17).

Around this setting of all sovereignty, power, authority and glory – this setting of the throne of God – God has a
________________ of His promise to never destroy the earth again with water, a promise that  directs His
sovereignty, so that it is not capricious or against His promises.

3. (4) What John saw around the throne: the twenty-four elders.

(4)  Around the throne were twenty-four thrones,  and on the thrones I saw twenty-four
elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.

Before the elders caught John’s eye, he noticed the ________________ thrones they sat on.  

 Taking all things into consideration, the elders certainly seem to represent ____________ people.

The white robes and crowns of the elders seem to indicate that they are indeed ______________ beings – in
glory, of course.

 However, we never see ________________ crowned but believers will be (1 Corinthians 9:25; 2 Timothy 4:8;
1 Peter 5:4).
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4. (5) Impressive and fearful sights at the throne of God.

(5) And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire
were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

The lightning, thunder, voices and _______ are reminiscent of God’s fearful presence at Mount Sinai (Exodus
19:16-19 and 20:18-19). 

The Holy Spirit (the seven Spirits of God, as referred to in Revelation 1:4 and Isaiah 11:2) is represented by
seven burning _____________. 

The lamps of fire are important because the Holy Spirit is not ordinarily ___________. 

5. (6a) The sea of glass before the throne.

(6a) Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal.

Having a sea before the throne  is reminiscent of the laver in the _________________, and our washing of the
water of the word (Ephesians 5:26).

6. (6b-8a) The four living creatures all around the throne.

(6b) And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full
of eyes in front and in back. (7)The first living creature was like a lion, the second living
creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living
creature was like a flying eagle. (8a)The four living creatures, each having six wings, were
full of eyes around and within.

From comparison with Ezekiel 1:4-14 and 10:20-22, we understand these creatures to be  ____________, or
seraphim, the spectacular angelic beings surrounding the throne of God. 

Cherubim were also prominent in design of the __________ of the Covenant, and the tabernacle, particularly in
the Most Holy Place (Exodus 25:17-22 and 26:1-31). 

Their  multitude  of  eyes  indicates  these  living  creatures  (not  “beasts”  as  in  the  KJV)  are  not  _________
instruments or robots. 

All failure to truly worship is rooted in a lack of _____________ and understanding.

The way these super-intelligent beings worship God reminds us that our worship must be _____________.   

John described four beings, each with a different __________. From comparison with Ezekiel 1:6-10, we can
see that each of the cherubim have four faces, and at the moment, John saw each one of the four different faces
pointed in his direction. The significance of these four faces has been interpreted in many ways.
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D. John describes what happens at the throne of God.D. John describes what happens at the throne of God.

1. (8b) The living creatures constantly worship God.

(8b) And they do not rest day or night, saying:

“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come!”

 God’s holy _________________ and character is declared, and emphasized with a three-time repetition.

The cherubim/seraphim declared that the Lord God is ______________. 

2. (9-11) The twenty-four elders worship the enthroned God.

(9) Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever,  (10)the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits
on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne, saying:

(11) “You are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honor and power;
For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist and were created.”

The living beings do not rest day or night in their worship, therefore, since the elders fall down and worship
whenever the living creatures do, the also are ________________ in their worship.

The twenty-four elders __________________ (which means to credit worth or worthiness to) God.  

Casting the __________________ simply acted out their declaration,  You are worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honor and power. 

The crowns mentioned in Revelation 4:10 are the stephanos crowns, the crowns of ____________, not royalty.

What crowns, might we have; what are the crowns we may be eligible to receive?  There are ___________.

The Crown ________________: for bringing our bodies under subjection; that is to say, controlling and not
giving in to the lusts of the flesh.

The Crown of ____________________  This Crown is for being a soul winner.

The Crown of _________________: for those who endure temptation.  You are able to stand temptation, thus,
you are able to receive the Crown of Life  

The Crown of _______________: for those who feed the flock, who help Christians mature in their lives

The Crown of ________________: for all who anticipate with great eagerness – who love the appearing of
Jesus Christ.
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So after we have receive all of the crowns we shall receive, we are going to cast them at the ____________ of
Jesus in thanksgiving for what He has done for us.  

The twenty-four elders worshiped God because of His creative power and _________. 

The fact that God is Creator gives Him all right and every ____________ over everything – even as a potter has
all rights and claims over the clay (Romans 9:21).

 The phrase  and for thy pleasure they are and were created reminds us that we each exist to give glory and
_______________ to God. 

“There is a throne in heaven that no one can occupy but you, and there is a crown in heaven that no other head
can wear but yours, and there is a part in the eternal song that no voice can ever compass but yours, and there
is a glory to God that would be wanting if you did not come to render it, and there is a part of infinite majesty
and glory that would never be reflected unless you should be there to reflect it!” (Spurgeon)

But it also means that we should plan ahead for that great day. 

“If you and I should walk into some great cathedral where they were singing, and ask to be allowed to sing in
the choir, they would ask whether we had ever learnt the tune, and they would not let us join unless we had. Nor
can we expect that untrained voices should be admitted into the choirs above. Now, dear brothers and sisters,
have you learnt to cast your crowns at the Savior’s feet already?” (Spurgeon)
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