
Revelation Chapter 8Revelation Chapter 8
The First Four Trumpets

A. The seventh seal is loosed.A. The seventh seal is loosed.

1. (1) Silence in heaven.

(1) When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

The sealed __________ was introduced in Revelation 5. 

We waited for the last seal to be opened and the contents of the scroll to be revealed - but
then were given a ____________ with Revelation 7. 

Now the idea of a pause between the sixth and  the seventh seal is emphasized by this
__________ in heaven for about half an hour.

It is the ______________ Seal of its own series

The larger portion of the first six verses of this chapter does not suggest the contents of
_______ Seal. 

More  likely,  this  silence  in  heaven demonstrates  a  sober,  awestruck  silence  at  the
________________ to come, now that the seals are off and the scroll can be opened.

Since heaven is a place of _________________ praise and worship to God (Rev 4:8-11),
silence for about half an hour is a long time.

This silence may perhaps include a cessation even of the songs which rise before the
throne of God from that redeemed creation. 

But,  it  should  not  be  supposed,  (indeed  it  cannot  be  supposed,)  there  was  any
______________ in the presence of God and the Lamb in heaven. 

The probability rather is that it arises from a cessation only of the "lightnings and voices and
thunders" which at Rev 4:5 proceed out of the _____________, and which are resumed at
verse 8:5, when the fire of the altar is cast from the angel’s censer upon the earth. 

___________________ for  action,  rather  than action,  marks as  yet  the opening of  the
seventh Seal.
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2. (2) Seven angels with seven trumpets.

(2) And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.

"And I saw" introduces the __________ vision. Probably not during the silence (as Alford),
but subsequent to it. 

According to Jewish tradition, there are ___________ angels who stand in God’s presence.
Apparently, based on this verse, that traditional idea was accurate.

In the Old Testament, trumpets sounded the _____________ for war and threw the enemy
into a panic, or they called an assembly of God’s people.

Standing before God denotes their ____________ to him, and familiarity with him, they
always behold his face; and their service and ministrations, and their readiness to execute
his will.

They were _____________ trumpets; each one had one

3. (3-6) The other angel with the golden censer.

(3) Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given
much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar
which was before the throne. (4) And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints,
ascended before God from the angel’s hand. (5) Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire
from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an
earthquake.  (6) So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to
sound.

Some see this  angel as Jesus,  functioning as a ______________ and because of  Old
Testament references to Jesus as “the Angel of the LORD.” Others say it could only be a
mere angelic being because the specific ancient Greek word for another means “another of
the same kind.”

Prayer and ___________ are often associated together in the Bible. 

It  is  not  said  that  the angel  presents these prayers.  He presents  the incense,  and the
prayers ______________ with it. 

This action denotes that God’s judgments are about to descend on the ___________, and it
therefore forms the visible token of God’s acceptance of the prayers of the saints, and his
answer to them. 

As  God’s  people  ______________  for  the  resolution  of  all  things,  their  prayers  were
touched by the fire from the altar in heaven, and then “thrown” back down to earth.
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The symbol,  therefore,  properly denoted that  _____________ calamities  were  about  to
come upon the earth. 

So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound:  This
verse takes up and continues the narrative of Rev 8:2; the intervening passage serves to
indicate the immediate _______________ of the judgments now about to descend.

When the seventh seal was finally loosed, the end did not ______________ come. It set in
motion seven trumpets that would sound upon the earth.

In considering how the seals and the trumpets relate to each other, some believe they are
______________, and that the seventh seal contains the seven trumpets, and the seventh
trumpet contains the seven bowls of judgment. 

Since  John  brings  a  report  from  eternity,  it  is  difficult  to  assign  a  chronological  and
sequential  element to these judgments. It  is most important to emphasize that they are
_________, even if their sequence is hard to pin down with certainty.

B. The first four trumpets.B. The first four trumpets.

1. (7) The first trumpet brings a plague on vegetation.

(7)  The first  angel  sounded:  And hail  and fire  followed,  mingled with  blood,  and they were
thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

The first four trumpet judgments are marked off from the last three (as in the case of the
seals) by distinctive features. The first four refer to the _____________ life, while the last
three are connected more closely with the _________________ life of man.

This  first  angel  sounded,  blew  his  trumpet,  announcing  the  commencement  of  the
____________ judgment in the next series of seven.

______________ may indicate the color or the result of the phenomenon described here.
We don’t know if the hail and fire was red in color or if it brought forth real blood, but one
way or another this should be understood straightforwardly, without escaping into a creative
symbolism.

Hail and ____________ followed and were thrown to the earth.  

This was something like the ______________ plague of Egypt. 

God may use whatever ____________ He desires to bring judgment, but people on earth
know these events are from God, and do not think them to be merely natural disasters (Rev
16:9; Rev 16:11, Rev 19:19).
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2. (8-9) The second trumpet brings a plague on the sea.

(8) Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was
thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. (9) And a third of the living creatures
in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

Hail and fire, mixed with blood and death, have just wiped away a third of the earth's 
vegetation, it's life sustaining produce, and it does not __________ there.

Something like a great ______________, burning with fire was thrown into the sea.  

It is common to take this  great mountain as a symbol for a _____________ that will  be
judged. It is true that mountains are sometimes used as figures of governments or nations. 

This _______________ is a cataclysm, something that crashes into the sea and results in
great oceanic upheaval.

3. (10-11) The third trumpet brings a plague on fresh waters.

(10) Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it
fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. (11) The name of the star is Wormwood.
A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was
made bitter.

The __________, as the means employed by God, is typical of the awe striking nature of
the  punishment,  and is  indicative  of  the  fact  that  the judgment  is  the act  of  God,  and
proceeds directly from heaven, and is not to be attributed to merely natural circumstances. 

Like the firey mountain falling in the second trumpent judgment, the great star falling from
heaven,  burning  like  a  _______________  might  easily  be  associated  with  a  comet  or
meteor crashing into the earth and bringing ecological disaster.   

In each one of the trumpets, a _________of an ecological system is destroyed in judgment.

For the first time mention is made of the death of ________ , though, doubtless, it is implied
in the preceding judgments. 
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4. (12-13) The fourth trumpet brings a plague on the heavens, and darkness on the earth.

(12) Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and
a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and
likewise the night. (13) And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven,
saying  with  a  loud  voice,  “Woe,  woe,  woe to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  because  of  the
remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!”

But as for this cooling, it will be ______________ as we will see.

But throughout, our attention is to be fixed upon the ___________, the stroke, not upon the
mountain or the star by whose means the result is attained.

The  vision  may  therefore  be  suggestive  of  God’s  __________  over  things  the  most
permanent and stable, such as the sun and stars, and thus demonstrate to Christians his
ability to punish "the ungodly who prosper in the world."

The triple denunciation renders the threatened judgments more emphatic and _________.  

5. Observations on the first four trumpets.

These first four trumpets reveal the ____________ of God’s judgment. 

During the great  tribulation,  God proclaims His _____________ through their  agonizing
disruption.

The first  four trumpets also reveal the  _______________ of God’s judgment;  these are
partial judgments striking only one-third, and are meant to warn and lead a rebellious world
to repentance before the final curtain. For now, God spares ____________ than He smites.
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1. E P C S A
And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the _________ of half an 
hour.

2. E S E N V
And I saw the _________ angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.

3. E E F R B O
And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him 
much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
_________ the throne.

4. C I E N N E S
And the smoke of the _________, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel's hand.

5. E I S C V O
And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were 
_________, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.

6. S U T P T E R M
And the seven angels which had the seven _________ prepared themselves to sound.

7. T C S A
The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were _________ 
upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

8. T N A N M O U I
And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great _________ burning with fire was cast into the 
sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;

9. T E R E U A R C S
And the third part of the _________ which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the 
ships were destroyed.

10. F I N A N T S U O
And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the _________ of waters;

11. O O W R O W M D
And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became _________; and 
many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.

12. E S O N H
And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, 
and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day _________ not for 
a third part of it, and the night likewise.

13. M R T E U P T
And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe,
woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the _________ of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound!
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