
Revelation Chapter 11
The Two Witnesses

A. The temple of God.

1. (1) John is instructed to measure the temple, the altar and its worshipers.

(1) Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, “Rise and measure
the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.

We are not told by whom the ___________ is given, but in Rev_21:15 the angel has the reed,
and so also in Eze_40:3., upon which the incident seems founded.

This word properly denotes a ____________ with a jointed hollow stalk, growing in wet grounds.
Here it means merely a stick that could be used for ________________.

The phrase,  “the angel stood,”  is  ______________- in many editions of  the New Testament.
The connection does not demand it, and we may, therefore, regard the meaning to be, that the
one who gave him the reed, at the same time addressed him, and commanded him to take a
measure of the _______________ and the altar.

Measuring the temple signified God's ____________ of it.  The temple of God refers to the Holy
of Holies and the Holy Place, not the entire temple complex. A rebuilt temple will exist during the
time of the tribulation.

Others might not understood this to be the ____________ temple.  One view is that
the Temple, must be something which the temple would denote or represent, and
this would be the _____________, considered as the abode of God on the earth.   

Thus, the word used here, and the simple meaning may be, that John is directed to take an
accurate  estimate  of  the  true  ___________  of  God;  as  accurate  as  if  he  were  to  apply  a
measuring-reed to ascertain the dimensions of the temple at Jerusalem. 

There are similarities; the temple in ______________ is also measured extensively, including the
outer courts (Ezekiel 40:17-19).

There are a few other Biblical examples of measuring. In __________________ chapter 2, a
man measured Jerusalem, a scene that evidently showed God’s coming judgment on the city. 

Sometimes  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  idea  of  measuring  communicates  _____________,
protection, and preservation.  

When this  temple  is  measured,  it  shows that  God knows  its  every dimension,  and He is  in
______________.

The _______________ here referred to was, possibly, the altar situated in front of the temple,
where the daily sacrifice was offered.   
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John was to "measure" those who were __________________ within the temple,  if the temple is
the representation here of the church, of those who are in the church as professed worshippers
of God.   

There were, therefore, three things, as indicated by this verse, which John was directed to do, so
far as the use of the measuring-rod was concerned:

(a) To take a just estimate of what constitutes the true ____________, as distinguished from all
other associations of people;

(b)  To  institute  a  careful  examination  into  the  opinions  in  the  church  on  the  subject  of
_____________ or atonement - involving the whole question about the method of justification
before God; and,

(c) To take a correct estimate of what constitutes true __________________ in the church; or to
investigate with care the prevailing opinions about the qualifications for membership.

2. (2) The outer court of the temple.

(2) But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to
the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months.

There is undoubtedly reference here to the “court of the ________________,” as it was called
among the Jews - the outer court of the temple to which the Gentiles had access, and within
which they were not permitted to go.    

The outer court is the court of the Gentiles, separated from the inner court in the Herodian temple
by  a  low  __________.   Gentiles  were  forbidden  to  enter  the  inner  court  on  penalty  of
______________.  That John was instructed to not measure the outer court symbolizes God's
rejection of the _________________ Gentiles who have oppressed His covenant people.

To leave out that court outside the temple meant that he was not to reckon it as pertaining to the
___________ temple of worshippers.     

The reason of this is that it was given to the Gentiles.  He was not merely not to mention it, or not
to include it in the measurement, but he was to do this by some act which would indicate that it
was the result of design in the case, and not by ______________ passing it by.

The words “the holy city” literally refer to _______________ - a city so called because it was the
special place of the worship of God.  

Our Lord had said that Jerusalem should be trodden down of the Gentiles 

Luke 21:24  And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

The verse refers to the future devastating destruction and oppression of Jerusalem by the forces
of the _________.  During this same time, the Jews will be sheltered by God in the __________.
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