
1 Timothy - Why the Law?
Human laws are written because of specific problems. Some are
obvious. Some appear silly. The silly laws remind us that
following the law doesn't automatically make a person good.
Sometimes we get confused by that. We are confused because
we have confused law keeping with being good. We need to be
clear about what makes a person good.
Scripture(s): 1 Timothy 1:8-11
I. The first reason that the law cannot save or lead a person is
that the law was not designed to keep people from __________.
The law lacks the power to lead us because _______________
sin does not really lead us to a heart that doesn't __________ to sin.
Colossians 2:20-23 20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you
were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 “Do not handle, do not taste, do not
touch!” 22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in accordance with the commandments
and teachings of men? 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made
religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly
indulgence.

First aside - If the Law doesn't make us righteous, then what does?
A: We are made righteous when we trust in Christ's death and His death __________ to make us right
with God. We ________________ righteousness when we live through Christ (walk in the Spirit) in the
freedom of the true and lasting life He has purchased for us.
Galatians 2:20-21 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died
needlessly.”

II. The second reason that the law cannot save or lead a person is that the law simply reveals our
__________ for the Savior. Sound teaching reveals that humans do not naturally chase after the
__________ of God.
Romans 6:22-23 22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit,
resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Second aside... Is it still wrong to do the things that the Bible forbids?
A: The human need to __________ our sinful behavior with empty excuses tells us that rebellion is still
rebellion against the heart of our God.
Romans 6:1-4 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it
never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life.

Remember this - The law cannot be used to make us _______________ . The law simply shows us why
we need __________.
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Our challenge: Let the Word of God show you when what you do is _______, but seek righteousness by
living your life in the Spirit.
1. Stop _______________ behavior that the Bible calls sin.
2. Let living as Jesus lived be your definition of righteousness: His _______________, His mission, His
passion.


