
Revelation 12Revelation 12

The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon

This chapter  commences another series of revelations. Again John returns to the
_____________,  and traces the spiritual  history of  the _____________ and the
Christian in their warfare with Satan.  

A. The woman.A. The woman.

1. (1) The woman is described in celestial images.

(1) Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.

This  is  the  first  of  seven  signs  that  John  relates,  and  is  described  as  a
_____________ _____________.  

In Revelation chapters 12, 13, and 14 the main figures of the Great Tribulation are
described, and this great sign introduces the first of the seven:

• The woman, representing __________.
• The dragon, representing ___________.
• The man-child, referring to ____________.
• The angel _______________, head of the angelic host.
• The offspring of the woman, representing ________________ who come to
faith in the Tribulation.
• The beast out of the sea, representing the _______________.
•  The  beast  out  of  the  earth,  representing  the  false  _____________  who
promotes the antichrist.

Because John plainly said this is a  __________, we don’t expect this woman to
appear literally on the earth, wearing clothes made of the sun, moon and stars.  

Women often represent religious systems in Revelation.

• Jezebel is associated with a religious system promoting _______________.
• The Great ___________ is associated with the apostate, false church.
• The Bride is associated with the ________________.

This woman has been associated with _________ different religious ideas. 

It is common in Roman Catholic art to represent ____________ as standing on a
crescent moon with twelve stars around her head. Mary Baker Eddy (the founder of
Christian Science) said she was this woman.
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In  other  Old  Testament  passages,  __________  (or  Zion  or  Jerusalem)  is  often
represented as a woman.

Scripturally, this is not an actual woman, but this  woman clothed with the sun
should be identified with Israel, according to ____________ dream. 

Gen 37:9-10 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and
said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon,
and the eleven stars bowed down to me."  (10)  So he told it to his father and his
brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that
you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to
bow down to the earth before you?"

In that dream, the sun represented ___________, the moon represented Joseph’s
mother ______________, and the eleven stars were the sons of Israel which bowed
down to Joseph. 

There are others that believe and teach that the woman here represents the true
_____________ and the sun she is clothed in is Christ.       

2. (2) The woman gives birth.

(2) Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.

This  "woman",  Israel,  is  described  as  being  with  ____________.  Later  in  the
chapter, it is clear that this child born of Israel is ______________ (She bore a male
Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron, ).

The ______________ described refers to the travail of Israel at the time of Jesus’
birth.  

Israel  is  often  depicted  as  a  ___________  giving  birth  and  had  agonized  and
suffered for centuries , longing for the Messiah to come and destroy Satan, sin and
death, and usher in the kingdom.

Revelation Chapter 12                                                                                                            Page 2 of 8



B. The dragon.B. The dragon.

1. (3) A fearful, powerful dragon appears.

(3) And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven
heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.

The  creature  here  was  not  literally  a  great,  fiery  red  dragon,  but  the  dragon
represented his ___________ and character.  His description symbolically suggests
his  fierce  power  and  murderous  nature...  a  picture  of  the  fullness  of
______________ in all its hideous strength.

The woman's mortal enemy is _____________, who appears as a dragon 13 times
in Revelation.  

This dragon had great ______________ and claimed ____________ authority. 

He has inflicted relentless pain on Israel, desiring to kill the woman before she could
bring forth the _____________ that would destroy him.

The seven heads and ten horns refer to the original ten kingdoms of which three
were subdued by the little ____________ of Daniel 7:8, who is to be identified with
the world ruler of the great tribulation who reigns over the revived _____________
Empire. 

The  appearances  described  in  Daniel  are   considered  to  typify  various
_____________ powers which oppressed the Church and nation of the Jews. 

The heads and horns are both declared to typify ___________—in what way we
shall see.  

The seven crowned heads signify  universal  sovereignty;  the  ten  horns,  absolute
________________. 
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2. (4) The dragon looks to the earth.

(4) His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was
born.

Many believe the dragon drawing a third of the stars of heaven describes one-third
of the ___________ host in league with Satan.   Satan's original rebellion resulted in
one third of the angelic host joining in his insurrection and becoming ___________.

In describing the vast power of the devil, John seems to allude to the tremendous
result of this rebellious conduct in heaven, in effecting the _______ of other angels.

The attempt to devour her Child was initially fulfilled by ______________ attempts
to kill Jesus as a child. 

This is another example of the personal ____________ of Christ being repeated in
the history of his Church. 
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C. The childC. The child

1. (5) Jesus’ ministry is described by its earthly beginning and end.

(5) She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was
caught up to God and His throne.

Clearly, this refers to Jesus Christ, the ______________. 

He  rules  the  world  with  a  rod  of  iron,  which  describes  Jesus'  coronation  as
____________ over the nations of the world.

The woman baring a male Child refers to Jesus’  _____________. By stating the
starting point and ending point of Jesus’ earthly work, John alluded to all that stood
in between.

This means that the  woman of Rev 12:1 cannot be the _____________, because
Jesus “gives birth” to the church, not the other way around.  

The  verse  seems  plainly  to  refer  to  the  _______________  of  Christ  and  his
subsequent abiding in heaven, from where he rules all nations. 

2. (6) The woman in the wilderness.

(6) Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that
they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

Persecuted by the dragon, the woman (Israel) fled into the _____________ and is
protected by God in a prepared place for one thousand two hundred and sixty days,
the last half of the Tribulation, also known as the Great Tribulation.  

Since verse 5 describes the ascension of Jesus, and 6 describes yet-to-occur events
in the 70th week of Daniel, between these two verses lies hundreds of years (our
current period).  

Some believe this place in the wilderness is the rock city of __________, south of
the Dead Sea. 

This demonstrates that God’s careful _____________ works on earth as well as in
heaven.
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D. Conflict in heaven.D. Conflict in heaven.

1. (7-8) War between Michael and the dragon.

(7) And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the
dragon and his angels fought, (8) but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

At the mid-point of the great tribulation, God will  ___________ the tide against
Satan - first in heaven, then on earth. 

A battle will take place and ______________ and his angels will assail Satan and his
minions, who will be ejected from Heaven and will no longer have access to heaven.

The dragon represents ______________, and Satan is not the counterpart of God -
God has no counterpart. 

In  regard  to  material  attacks  against  the  believer,  Satan  and  his  demons  were
disarmed at the _____________. 

This verse shows us that up until this happens (at the mid-point of Daniel’s 70th
week), Satan  _______________ have access to heaven, where he accuses God’s
people before the throne.

While the Bible clearly says that while Satan appears on earth, and describes him as
the prince of the power of the __________, it also says that Satan has access to
heaven, where he accuses God’s people before the throne.

2. (9) Satan and his angels are cast out of heaven.

(9) So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

These titles describe Satan as _________, an accuser, an adversary, and a deceiver.

The Bible describes four different falls of Satan. 

• From ___________ to profane.

• From having ________ to heaven to restriction to the earth.

• From the earth to bondage in the bottomless _________ for 1,000 years.

• From the pit to the lake of __________ .
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This  indicates  that  demonic  spirits  are  indeed  fallen  ____________,  those  who
joined with Satan in His rebellion against God. 

It’s comforting to know that faithful angels _____________ fallen angels two to one.

3. (10-12) A joyful declaration in heaven.

(10)  Then I  heard a loud voice saying in heaven,  “Now salvation,  and strength,  and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren,
who  accused them before  our  God day and night,  has been cast  down.   (11)  And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not
love their lives to the death.  (12) Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them!
Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having
great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.”

Satan’s work of accusing only ends ___________, when he is cast out from his
access to heaven. Today, we have (and need) an intercessor and advocate .

The ______________ overcomes Satan’s accusations. 

The ______________ speaks to us of the real, physical death of Jesus Christ in
our place, on our behalf, before God. 

By the blood emphasizes the _______________ of Jesus. 

Of  the  Lamb emphasizes  the  substitutionary  work of  His  death,  because  the
Passover Lamb died as a _____________ for others.

“Satan makes sin seem __________________, but the cross reveals its bitterness.
If Jesus died because of sin, men begin to see that sin must be a murderous thing.”
(Spurgeon)

 “If anything can make a man holy it is a firm ___________ in the atoning sacrifice.
When a man knows that Jesus died for him, he feels that he is not his own, but
bought with a ______________, and therefore he must live unto him that died for
him and rose again.” (Spurgeon)

The word of their testimony overcomes Satan’s ________________. 

Loving not their lives overcomes Satan’s ______________.  

Satan’s power is real and terrifying, but not because he is triumphant, but because
he knows he is beaten and has a ___________ time left. 
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E. Conflict on the earth.E. Conflict on the earth.

1. (13-16) Satan attacks the woman, and God protects her.

(13) Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman
who gave birth to the male Child. (14) But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and
times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. (15) So the serpent spewed water out
of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the
flood.  (16) But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth.

Satan attacks Israel because from the time of Abraham, Israel holds a critical role in
God’s ______________ of redemption. First, it was in bringing forth the Messiah and
__________________. 

The persecution of Israel is part of the satanic program to thwart and hinder the
_________ of God... 

The woman is given two wings of a great ___________, not actual birds' wings, but
a graphic depiction of God's providential protection of Israel.  Wings often speak of
_____________. 

The  __________  poured  out  against  Israel  after  the  abomination  of  desolation
(marking the half-way point of the 70th week of Daniel) was spoken of by Jesus, and
spoken of in distinctly Jewish terms. 

So it  may be that the flood refered to here is  a great army, human or demon,
attempting to chase down the Israelites and ___________ them.  

This passage also describes God’s ultimate ________________ of Israel from the
fury of Satan and his antichrist in the great tribulation.

2. (17) The wrath of the dragon is focused against God’s people.

(17) And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of
her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

This may refers to Israel and Gentiles who come to faith in Jesus during the Great
Tribulation. Satan will turn his frustrated rage against every ______________ of the
Lamb that he can find – Jew and Gentile. 

These persons keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ  contained  in  Scripture.   Obedience  to  God's  word  always  marks  a
____________ believer.

Revelation Chapter 12                                                                                                            Page 8 of 8


