
Pictures of Judgment
The Book of Revelation uses some powerful pictures of the judgment of
God upon the world. As God has interacted with His people over the
centuries, He has consistently used these profound images to emphasize
His desire to make His people holy.

The Images of Relationship and Judgment in the Prophets
Image
Groups

Covenant
Relationship

Rebellion Redemptive
Judgment

Promised
Restoration

Marriage

(Rev. 19:9)
Bride of
Yahweh

Unfaithful
adultrous/

harlot

Humiliated
and abused
by lovers

Repentance
and

restoration
as the Bride

Vineyard/Fig
tree

(Rev 14:18)

Well-tended
vine/fruitful

fig tree

Vine grows
wild and fails
to produce

fruit

Weeds
overgrow
and ruin

takes place

Vines
replanted/
fruitfulness
restored

Animals

(Rev 7:17; 13:11)
Domesticated

animals

Runaway
and become

wild

Eaten and
destroyed by
wild beasts
and birds of

prey

Rescued by
the Master

Drinking
wine/celebration

(Rev 14:19)

Joy of
celebration

Drunkenness

Drinking the
cup of God’s

wrath/
crushed in

God’s
winepress

Rejoicing in
the new

wine at the
Lord’s table



I. The picture of marriage:
A. God saves His people in grace.
B. God’s people forget their promises to God and chase after others.
C. God uses the gods and countries to whom His people have run to
correct them.
D. God always remembers His covenant, and so He brings His people
back to Himself.

II. The picture of the fruitful vine or fig tree:
A. God creates us to be a fruitful vine.
B. When God’s people rebel, His declared plans become rotten.
C. Exile is God planting His choice vine in the wilderness.
D. God will restore His people to the fruitfulness He has planned for them.

III. The picture of tame animals:
A. God has saved us to be His choice sheep.

Being a sheep is a
___________ picture of
our relationship to God.

Psalm 100:1-5 1  Shout joyfully to the LORD, all
the earth. 2  Serve the LORD with gladness;
Come before Him with joyful singing.3 Know that
the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made
us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and
the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter His gates with
thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give
thanks to Him, bless His name. 5 For the LORD is
good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His
faithfulness to all generations.

B. When we sin, God describes us as wild.
Jeremiah 50:6-7 6 “My people have become lost sheep; Their shepherds have
led them astray. They have made them turn aside on the mountains; They
have gone along from mountain to hill And have forgotten their resting place.
7 “All who came upon them have devoured them; And their adversaries have



said, ‘We are not guilty, Inasmuch as they have sinned against the LORD who
is the habitation of righteousness, Even the LORD, the hope of their
fathers.’

C. The strongest of people, God’s people, become weak without God.
Ezekiel 19:1-9 1 “As for you, take up a lamentation for the princes of Israel 2

and say, ‘What was your mother? A lioness among lions! She lay down among
young lions, She reared her cubs. 3 ‘When she brought up one of her cubs, He
became a lion, And he learned to tear his prey; He devoured men. 4 ‘Then
nations heard about him; He was captured in their pit, And they brought him
with hooks To the land of Egypt. 5 ‘When she saw, as she waited, That her
hope was lost, She took another of her cubs And made him a young lion. 6

‘And he walked about among the lions; He became a young lion, He learned to
tear his prey; He devoured men. 7 ‘He destroyed their fortified towers And
laid waste their cities; And the land and its fullness were appalled Because
of the sound of his roaring. 8 ‘Then nations set against him On every side
from their provinces, And they spread their net over him; He was captured
in their pit. 9 ‘They put him in a cage with hooks And brought him to the king
of Babylon; They brought him in hunting nets So that his voice would be
heard no more On the mountains of Israel.

D. God’s answer to our wildness? Jesus!
Isaiah 53:6-7 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned
to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth;
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

IV. The picture of celebration:
A. When _______________ becomes an excuse to sin, God steps in.

Life and death should
be _______________ ,
not used as an excuse
to party or fear.

Isaiah 22:12-13 12 Therefore in that day the Lord
GOD of hosts called you to weeping, to wailing,
To shaving the head and to wearing sackcloth.
13 Instead, there is gaiety and gladness, Killing of
cattle and slaughtering of sheep, Eating of meat
and drinking of wine: “Let us eat and drink, for
tomorrow we may die.”



God will not allow His
blessings to _________
Him in our minds and
hearts.

Isaiah 28:1-8  1 Woe to the proud crown of the
drunkards of Ephraim, And to the fading flower
of its glorious beauty, Which is at the head of
the fertile valley Of those who are overcome with
wine! 2 Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty
agent; As a storm of hail, a tempest of
destruction, Like a storm of mighty overflowing
waters, He has cast it down to the earth with His
hand. 3 The proud crown of the drunkards of
Ephraim is trodden under foot. 4 And the fading
flower of its glorious beauty, Which is at the
head of the fertile valley, Will be like the first-
ripe fig prior to summer, Which one sees,
And as soon as it is in his hand, He swallows it.
5 In that day the LORD of hosts will become a
beautiful crown And a glorious diadem to the
remnant of His people; 6 A spirit of justice for
him who sits in judgment, A strength to those
who repel the onslaught at the gate. 7 And these
also reel with wine and stagger from strong drink:
The priest and the prophet reel with strong
drink, They are confused by wine, they stagger
from strong drink; They reel while having visions,
They totter when rendering judgment. 8 For all
the tables are full of filthy vomit, without a
single clean place.

B. We grieve God’s correction because we want the __________, not God.

When God judges,
there are no
“_______________”
people.

Isaiah 24:1-9 1 Behold, the LORD lays the earth
waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and
scatters its inhabitants. 2 And the people will be
like the priest, the servant like his master, the
maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller,
the lender like the borrower, the creditor like
the debtor. 3 The earth will be completely laid
waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD



Whenever we value
blessings more than the
life God has revealed,
God makes those
blessings a
_______________.

The cup of Judah’s
sister is the cup of
God’s ___________.

has spoken this word. 4 The earth mourns and
withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted
of the people of the earth fade away. 5 The earth
is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they
transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the
everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore, a curse
devours the earth, and those who live in it are
held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the
earth are burned, and few men are left. 7 The
new wine mourns, The vine decays, All the merry-
hearted sigh. 8 The gaiety of tambourines ceases,
The noise of revelers stops, The gaiety of the
harp ceases. 9 They do not drink wine with song;
Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.

Ezekiel 23:31-35 31 You have walked in the way of
your sister; therefore I will give her cup into
your hand.’ 32 Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘You will
drink your sister’s cup, Which is deep and wide.
You will be laughed at and held in derision; It
contains much. 33 ‘You will be filled with
drunkenness and sorrow, The cup of horror and
desolation, The cup of your sister Samaria. 34 ‘You
will drink it and drain it. Then you will gnaw its
fragments And tear your breasts; for I have
spoken,’ declares the Lord GOD. 35 Therefore,
thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Because you have
forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, bear
now the punishment of your lewdness and your
harlotries.’”

D. When we turn to God, all things find their _______________ place.
Isaiah 51:21-23 21 Therefore, please hear this,
you afflicted, Who are drunk, but not with wine:
22 Thus says your Lord, the LORD, even your God
Who contends for His people, “Behold, I have



In God’s judgment,
people will stagger as if
drunk. The vastness of
God’s judgment will
render them
_______________.

God’s glorious promise
invites His faithful ones
to “___________” Him
of His promises!

Those who will not
listen will face God’s
_______________ .

taken out of your hand the cup of reeling,
The chalice of My anger; You will never drink it
again. 23 “I will put it into the hand of your
tormentors, Who have said to you, ‘Lie down that
we may walk over you.’ You have even made your
back like the ground And like the street for
those who walk over it.”

Isaiah 62:6-9 6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I
have appointed watchmen; All day and all night
they will never keep silent. You who remind the
LORD, take no rest for yourselves; 7 And give Him
no rest until He establishes And makes Jerusalem
a praise in the earth. 8  The LORD has sworn by
His right hand and by His strong arm,
“I will never again give your grain as food for your
enemies; Nor will foreigners drink your new wine
for which you have labored.” 9 But those who
garner it will eat it and praise the LORD; And
those who gather it will drink it in the courts of
My sanctuary.

Isaiah 65:11-14 11 “But you who forsake the LORD,
Who forget My holy mountain, Who set a table
for Fortune, And who fill cups with mixed wine
for Destiny, 12 I will destine you for the sword,
And all of you will bow down to the slaughter.
Because I called, but you did not answer; I spoke,
but you did not hear. And you did evil in My sight
And chose that in which I did not delight.” 13

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, My
servants will eat, but you will be hungry. Behold,
My servants will drink, but you will be thirsty.
Behold, My servants will rejoice, but you will be
put to shame. 14 “Behold, My servants will shout
joyfully with a glad heart, But you will cry out
with a heavy heart, And you will wail with a



Those who do listen
will find God’s
_______________
returning to them.

broken spirit.

Joel 2:18-20 18 Then the LORD will be zealous for
His land And will have pity on His people. 19 The
LORD will answer and say to His people,
“Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine
and oil, And you will be satisfied in full with them;
And I will never again make you a reproach among
the nations. 20 “But I will remove the northern
army far from you, And I will drive it into a
parched and desolate land, And its vanguard into
the eastern sea, And its rear guard into the
western sea. And its stench will arise and its foul
smell will come up, For it has done great things.”

Zechariah 9:14-17 14 Then the LORD will appear
over them, And His arrow will go forth like
lightning; And the Lord GOD will blow the
trumpet, And will march in the storm winds of the
south. 15  The LORD of hosts will defend them.
And they will devour and trample on the sling
stones; And they will drink and be boisterous as
with wine; And they will be filled like a sacrificial
basin, Drenched like the corners of the altar. 16

And the LORD their God will save them in that
day As the flock of His people; For they are as
the stones of a crown, Sparkling in His land. 17 For
what  comeliness and beauty will be theirs! Grain
will make the young men flourish, and new wine
the virgins.


