
Revelation 17:1-18

The Fall of Babylon

A. The concept of Babylon.A. The concept of Babylon.

Revelation  16:19;  Revelation  14:8  have  already  declared  Babylon’s
____________. In Revelation 17, 18, the fall of Babylon is carefully detailed.

Babylon  is  mentioned  287  times  in  the  Scriptures,  more  than any  other  city
except _____________________.

Genesis 11:1-10 shows that right after the ________________, Babylon was the
seat of the civilization that expressed organized hostility to God.

Babylon, to the Jews, was the essence of all _____________, the embodiment of
cruelty, the foe of God’s people, and the lasting type of sin, carnality, lust and
greed.

To those familiar with the Old Testament, the name  Babylon is associated with
organized ______________, blasphemy and the persecution of God’s people.

In John’s day ______________ epitomized all the antagonism and opposition to
the Christian faith. 

But under the Antichrist, Babylon (in both its religious and commercial aspects)
will have _______________ over the earth as never before.
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B. B. The great harlot (religious Babylon) is described.The great harlot (religious Babylon) is described.

1. (1-2) The Harlot it Introduced.

(1) Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with
me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who
sits on many waters, (2) with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication,
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her
fornication.”

One of the last ____________ angels which John had just seen pouring out
the  bowls  of  wrath  and  judgment,  now comes  to  him to  show John  yet
another vision.  

There is never any __________ regarding the fate - and ultimate failure - of
Babylon.

As  a  religious  system,  Babylon  came  into  being  long  ____________
Christianity, but in Satanic imitation it anticipated the coming true Messiah.
According to religious history and legend, the Babylonian religion was founded
by the wife of ____________ (a great-grandson of Noah), named Semiramis.
She was a high priestess of idol worship, and she gave birth to a son who she
claimed was conceived miraculously. The son, named _____________, was
considered a savior. 

The  Bible  makes specific  mention  of  some  of  the  features  of  the  classic
religion of Babylon:

•  Ezekiel  protests  against  the  ceremony of  ___________ for  Tammuz
(Eze_8:14)

•  Jeremiah  mentions  the  heathen  practice  of  making  cakes  for  the
____________  of  heaven  (Jer_7:18)  and  offering  incense  to  the
____________ of heaven (Jer_44:17-19; Jer_44:25)

The  leaders  of  the  Reformation  were  certain  that  she  represented  the
____________ Catholic Church in general and the pope in particular. 

The subject of the ___________ is generally avoided today as too divisive to
discuss. 
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Unquestionably,  the  woman  is  the  ____________  figure  in  these  two
important chapters, a major player in the drama of the last days. John gives
far more attention to  her  than to the ___________ she rides. And the fact
that  she  _____________ the  beast  -  a  beast  of  such  importance  that  it
literally holds the central position in Bible prophecy - demands our special
attention. 

The  ____________  thing  we  are  told  about  the  woman is  that  she  is  a
"whore", "prostitute" or "harlot" (Revelation 17:1), that earthly kings "have
committed fornication" with her (verse 2), and that "all the inhabitants of the
earth  have  been  made  _____________  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication"
(verse 3).  

Fornication and adultery are used in the Bible in both the physical and the
________________ sense. 

The entire chapter of Ezekiel 16 explains Israel's spiritual ________________
in detail, both with heathen nations and with their false gods, as do many
other passages. 

We are told later that this woman is a _________.  There is no way that a
city could engage in literal, fleshly fornication. 

The  city,  therefore,  must  claim  a  spiritual  ______________  with  God.
Otherwise such an allegation would be meaningless. 

Since  the  woman  astride  the  beast  is  "the  mother  of  harlots  and
abominations," it seems clear that these evil practices rooted in Babel will,
under  Antichrist,  characterize  the  world  religion  which  this  ___________
represents.  

The biblical prohibition against making ____________ for religious purposes
and bowing down before them is clearly set forth in the second of the Ten
Commandments and in numerous other passages of Scripture. 

Yet  Vatican  II  commends  images  in  churches  and  says  they  are  to  be
"____________ by the faithful." 

The "Ten  Commandments"  shown in  Catholic  catechisms  leave  _____ the
second commandment prohibiting images and divide the last one, prohibiting
covetousness, into two.

This city called Babylon sits on many waters; that is, she presides over many
________________.  
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The idea of fornication often has strong associations throughout the Bible with
________________. Since this is a well-accepted religious system, it is likely
to appear as ________________ and spiritual, though not necessarily moral.

2. (3-6) What John saw.

(3) So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns.  (4) The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden
cup full  of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.  (5) And on her
forehead a name was written: Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots
and of the Abominations of the Earth .  (6) I saw the woman, drunk with the
blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw
her, I marveled with great amazement.

John is carried away into the _______________; the desolate nature of the
wilderness is an appropriate setting for a vision of judgment.

a woman sitting on a scarlet beast

The harlot rides the same beast (seven heads and ten horns) that was
previously seen in Revelation 13:1 - the _____________ and his dictatorship.

Her  position,  that  of  _________
the  beast,  indicates  on  the  one
hand that she is supported by the
political  __________  of  the
beast, and on the other that she
is in a dominant role and at least
outwardly  ___________  and
directs the beast.   

As  the  prophecy  unfolds,
____________  fourth  beast

appears to John as "a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns
and seven crowns upon his heads" (Revelation 12:3).   

The interpretation is: The revived fourth world empire under Antichrist will be
so utterly  evil  that  it  is  seen as  ____________ himself.  What  horror  lies
ahead for this world after Christ has taken His own to His Father's house in
the _________________! 
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The same "fourth beast" is seen again in Revelation chapter 13:1 rising "up
out of the ___________," as all four beasts did in Daniel 7:3.  

The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet

The  woman  is  clothed  with  emblems  of  ___________  and  government
(scarlet). Yet she offers __________ (abominations) and impurity (filthiness
of her fornication) in this sumptuous setting.

The colors of __________ and ___________ once again identify the woman
with both pagan and Christian Rome. These were the colors of the Roman
caesars with which the soldiers mockingly robed Christ as "___________" 

having in her hand a golden cup

The "golden _______ [chalice] in her hand" again identifies the woman with
the Roman Catholic Church. Broderick's edition of The Catholic Encyclopedia

declares of the chalice: "[It is] the most important of
the sacred vessels.... [It] may be of ___________ or
silver, and if the latter, then the inside ________ be
surfaced with gold.”  

Kings dwell in palaces, are waited upon by servants,
and,  because of  their  absolute authority  over  their
subjects, accumulate great ____________. 

That  the  golden  cup  is  "full  of  abominations  and
filthiness"  indicates  that  her  _________  has  been
acquired through abominable means. 

Much of the wealth of the Roman Catholic Church was acquired through the
confiscation of the property of the pitiful ______________ of the Inquisitions.

To  this  day  that  gold  cup  overflows  with  the  blood  of  those  who,  for
conscience' sake, were ________________ for their faith. 

_______________ is at the very heart of Roman Catholicism, from the words
"Mysterium fide" pronounced at the alleged transformation of the bread and
wine into the literal body and blood of Christ to the enigmatic apparitions of
Mary around the world. 

There is a stark contrast between the woman of Revelation 12 (representing
_____________,  God’s  people),  and  this  woman (representing  idolatrous,
false _________________).
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These  two  Women,  thus  related,  and  set  one  against  the  other  as
___________ and rivals, must necessarily be interpreted in the same way. 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT is not the ____________ for literal Babylon;
but its spiritual (mystery) representation, which is the source (mother) of all
idolatry (abominations) and spiritual adultery (harlots).

This  harlot  must  be  _____________  than  any  one  branch  of  a  religious
institution. She is the embodiment of Satan’s own ecumenical movement -
the religion of the world system.

Our world, strong with the philosophy that it doesn’t matter what you believe
as long as you believe, is _______________ for the harlot’s seduction.

Drunk with the blood of the _______________ and with the blood of the
martyrs  of Jesus: The woman not only persecutes,  she also  revels in her
persecution of the godly as a drunk revels in wine.

The picture is a horrible one. It is not merely her _____________ that are
red with this blood, but she is drunk with it!  

In his History of the Inquisition, Canon Llorente, who was the Secretary to the
Inquisition in Madrid from 1790-92 and had access to the archives of all the
tribunals,  estimated  that  in  _______________  alone  the  number  of
condemned exceeded 3 million, with about 300,000 __________ at the stake.

The  theological  differences  between  Catholics  and  Protestants  were  once
considered to be so great that millions ____________ as martyrs rather than
compromise them, and their Catholic executioners were equally convinced of
the importance of such differences.  

John  was  amazed  because  this  wasn’t  pagan  persecution,  but
______________ error and persecution. 

We should never forget that some of the most vicious persecution conducted
against  true  Christians  has  been  done  in  the  name  of  the
________________. 

The first of these martyrs was a man named _________ __________, who,
as he stood chained to a stake, and the fire rose around him, up to his legs
and shoulders, he rubbed his hands in the flames as if he were washing his
hands in cold water. Then he lifted his hands to the heavens and held them
high until he was completely consumed by fire. Rogers went to the stake with
such calm and dignity that the French Ambassador wrote that he went to his
death “as if he was walking to his wedding.” 
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