
Daniel - An Introduction

The book of Daniel is challenging to us for three reasons. First, we are unfamiliar with why he is in Babylon. Second,
the book has not been given to us in chronological order. Third, although the stories and images are clear, what they
mean is not as simple.

#Daniel, a prophesied exile.
Most people do not realize that Daniel’s situation (as well as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego) was a

prophesied one.
2 Kings 20:12-19 12  At that time Berodach-baladan a son of Baladan, king of
Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that
Hezekiah had been sick. 13 Hezekiah listened to them, and showed them all
his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious
oil and the house of his armor and all that was found in his treasuries.
There was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did
not show them. 14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said
to him, “What did these men say, and from where have they come to
you?” And Hezekiah said, “They have come from a far country, from
Babylon.” 15 He said, “What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah
answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among
my treasuries that I have not shown them.”
16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD. 17 ‘Behold,
the days are coming when all that is in your house, and all that your
fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing
shall be left,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Some of your sons who shall issue from
you, whom you will beget, will be taken away; and they will become
officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” 19 Then Hezekiah said to
Isaiah, “The word of the LORD which you have spoken is good.” For he
thought, “Is it not so, if there will be peace and truth in my days?”

2 Kings 24:10-16 10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon went up to Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 And
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon came to the city, while his servants
were besieging it. 12  Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of
Babylon, he and his mother and his servants and his captains and his
officials. So the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his
reign. 13  He carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the
LORD, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the
vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of
the LORD, just as the LORD had said. 14 Then he led away into exile all
Jerusalem and all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained
except the poorest people of the land.
15 So he led Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also the king’s mother
and the king’s wives and his officials and the leading men of the land, he
led away into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 All the men of valor,
seven thousand, and the craftsmen and the smiths, one thousand, all
strong and fit for war, and these the king of Babylon brought into exile to
Babylon.

From where does this king come?

What did Hezekiah do for this king?

What did Isaiah say would happen
after Hezekiah died?

As the southern Kingdom is coming to
an end, a series of kings come in rapid
succession: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim,
Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, and
_____________ (again)

What did the king of Babylon take
with him in this attack on Judah?

Who did the king of Babylon take with
him in this attack on Judah?



This is the beginning of Daniel’s
story…

Daniel 1:1-4  1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels
of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the
vessels into the treasury of his  god. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some
of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 4 youths in whomwas no defect, who
were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning
knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature
and language of the Chaldeans.

#Daniel, a book out of order.
Daniel was in Babylon during the reign of 8 different kings. The country did not stay Babylon either. It transitioned
from Babylon to MedioPersian to Persian (historically, the Achaemenid Empire). Daniel identifies 4 kings and the
Bible identifies a 5th.

Daniel 5:1  1 Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his
nobles, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand.

Daniel 6:1-2  1  It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the
kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over
them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps
might be accountable to them, and that the king might not suffer loss.

Daniel 9:1-2  1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median
descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans— 2 in the
first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the
years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet
for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.

Daniel 10:1  1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was
revealed to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar; and the  message was
true and one of great conflict, but he understood the message and had an
understanding of the vision.

2 Kings 25:27-30 27  Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh
day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he
became king,  released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison; 28 and he
spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the kings who
were with him in Babylon. 29  Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes and  had
his meals in the king’s presence regularly all the days of his life; 30 and for his
allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, a portion for
each day, all the days of his life.

Look above… who was the first king
who took Daniel and other Jewish
nobles into exile in around 600BC?

The second king mentioned is the
cursed __________________.

Who is the king of Median descent in
which, during his reign, Daniel saw
an affirmation of Jeremiah’s earlier
prophecy?

During the reign of which king did
Daniel see the message of truth and
conflict?

Which king restored Jehoiachin back
to a noble place in his palace?

#The Kings that ruled the Empire during the days of Daniel



Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon) 605-562
Evil-Merodach (in 2 Kings and Jeremiah) 562-560
Neriglissar 560-556
Labashi Marduk 556
Nabonidus 556-539

Belshazzar 556-539 (coregency with his father who was
in exile for the assassination of Labashi
Darius (served as King of Babylon under Cyrus (539-
537)
Cyrus (took over Babylon for the Persian Empire in
539 BC- began the rebuilding of the temple in Ezra
600(539)-530)

#The order of Daniel - notice the kings and dates given
Daniel 1:1  1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
Daniel 2:1  1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar  had dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep left
him.

Daniel 3:1  1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height
of which was sixty cubits and its width six cubits; he set it up on the plain
of Dura in the province of Babylon.
Daniel 4:1  1  Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and
men of every language that live in all the earth: “May your  peace abound!

Daniel 7:1  1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a
dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the
dream down and related the following summary of it.
Daniel 8:1 1 In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision
appeared to me, Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me
previously.

Daniel 5:1-2  1 Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his
nobles, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand.
Daniel 5:30-31 30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. 31

 So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.

Daniel 9:1  1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median
descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans—
Daniel 11:1  1 “In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an
encouragement and a protection for him.
Daniel 12:1  1 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands
guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of
distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time;
and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book,
will be rescued.

Daniel 6:1-2  1  It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the
kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over
them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps
might be accountable to them, and that the king might not suffer loss.

* Something to notice…
Nebuchadnezzar would have been
called “crown prince” in today’s
language for he did not technically
become king until after the siege
started.

What year did chapter 2 happen?

Is there anything in chapters 3 and 4
that help us know when they
happened?

When did chapter 7 happen?

When did chapter 8 happen?

Why is chapter 5 AFTER chapters 7
and 8? (hint - see what happens at the
end of the chapter)

In which year of Darius did these
chapters happen?

Why is chapter 12 attached to chapter
11?

Why is it difficult to figure out in
Daniel 6 goes before chapter 9 or after
chapter 12?



Daniel 10:1  1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was
revealed to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar; and the  message was
true and one of great conflict, but he understood the message and had an
understanding of the vision.

Ezra 4:3-5 3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of
fathers’ households of Israel said to them, “You have nothing in common
with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together build
to the LORD God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has
commanded us.”
4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and
frightened them from building, 5 and hired counselors against them to
frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia.

Did you know that there are two kings
named Darius in the Bible?


